
Scenic Run - Mid Wharfe Catchment Area 

 

This is a recommended scenic route for Classic Vehicles covering a distance of approximately 75 

miles. It was created after the Boxing Day floods in December 2015. 

 

Overview of route 

Please take a look at the attached map to give an overview of your journey.  

The route was planned to start/finish at Boston Spa. However, with a little bit of cunning you should 

be able to adapt it so that you can join the circuit at any point. The attached map is a useful starting 

point to make personal changes. I hope that you enjoy it.  

As a driver and navigator I have found this to be a great help because it gives me a real sense of 

direction and scale rather that just following a series of ‘turn left’ and ‘turn right’ instructions. By 

using this map you will be able to deviate from the prescribed route, cut out sections if you or the 

car are feeling tired, spend more time at your coffee tops, etc. Importantly we want you to have a 

good drive and an enjoyable day. 

The route is designed to navigate the boundary of catchment area of the Mid Wharfe Valley. 

Essentially it follows the roads which are nearest to the watershed contour lines. We are going 

around the catchment in a clockwise direction. As a general observation any water falling on the 

road travelled will drain away to the right hand side of the road and will find its way into the valley 

bottom and will be gathered by the Wharfe River, where it then flows towards the east and through 

the bridge at Boston Spa. Then it flows onwards to Tadcaster and the sea via Cawood and the 

Humber Estuary. 

Water falling on the left hand side will eventually drain to another Yorkshire river (In Leeds it is the 

Aire and Calder to the south and near to Harrogate it drains north into the Crimble Valley and then 

to the Ure and Ouse (York). 

Our journey does not reach the Upper Wharfe Catchment area. Hence the water flowing from the 

upper hills to the west of us (such as Cowside, Litton, Kettlewell) adds to the catchment area which 

we are circumnavigating. It is hoped that the journey will awaken us to the scale of the area which 

caused the floods on Boxing Day 2015. At Ilkley we drop down into the valley and cross the River 

Wharfe at Bolton Abbey, then climb up to the moors at Blubberhouses before returning via the 

reservoirs and Almscliff Crag to home. 

Our journey embraces 110 square miles Sq. Miles. Perhaps someone could calculate the volume of 

water flowing through our bridge if it rained steadily at a rate of 1 inch per hour on saturated 

ground? Answers on a postcard please....!! 



 

Detailed route instructions 

These instructions are intended to give specific guidance and it should be possible to complete the 

journey without reference to a map. 

 

sing the route chart 

I feel sure that most of our participants will be used to the route description which I have adopted. 

For clarity I offer some simple reminders: 

Interval miles. Distances are measured in miles and the interval miles are the short sections 

between the instructions.Total miles.The Total miles column is the cumulative measurement from 

the time that you set zero. 

Remember to set the zero at the start.  If you deviate from the recommended route it will make the 

Total (Cumulative) miles wrong and you will have to make a corrective adjustment. Typically this is 

by adding the extra miles travelled by the diversion on to the mileage on the route chart. 

The Instruction is the task that you are asked to do. A shorthand system is used such as TR = turn 

right, SO = straight on, etc.  Ignore turnings off the route and just keep driving along the road that 

you are on for the interval distance until you reach the next instruction. 

The Comment section is used to give more information which should give you reassurance that you 

have just made the correct action and are on the right road. 

**************** 

Keith Jackson 

 

 

 



 

Boxing Day 2015.Wilsons farmhouse on the north side of the bridge (above). 

 

 

Where is the weir? View from the bridge as fallen trees and picnic tables rush towards us (below). 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



Disclaimers and courtesy on the road 

 It is your responsibility to make sure that the vehicle is roadworthy and insured. 

 This is a recommended route and you are expected to go at your own pace and you 

can deviate from the route at any time. Miles have been recorded to the nearest 0.1m 

on a modern car. 

 Be respectful of other road users and if you find that other cars have caught up with 

you be courteous and find a spot to let them pass. 

 Some roads have no passing points. Try not to drive in convoy with other cars. 

 Speed bumps and potholes are prevalent these days – keep aware and do not damage 

your cherished cars. 

 Have Fun ! 

Boston Spa Classic Car Event.  

Mid Wharfe Catchment Area Suggested Route (73.9 miles) 

Interval 

miles 

Total 

miles 

Instruction Comment 

  Start at Church Fields 

Car Park, Boston Spa 

Public car park adjacent to 

St Mary’s Church 

0.0 0.0 Set zero. TL out of car park. Drive through Boston Spa on 

A659 towards Tadcaster 

0.3 0.3 TR at Village Hall Clifford Road 

0.6 0.9 TR @ T junction No sign. Towards centre of 

Clifford. 

0.2 1.1 TL at black bollards with 

red bands 

Tight corner. Narrow road 

1.0 2.1 TR @ T junction  SP Aberford 4, Ferrybridge 13.  

Now follow road round to left. 

0.4 2.5 TR at T junction SP A1(M)North.  

0.4 2.9 TL over motorway SP Thorner. Follow road towards 

Thorner 

3.0 5.9 Enter Thorner “Thorner welcomes careful 

drivers”. Drive right through 

village. At far end look out for red 

post box on RHS. 

2.0 7.9 TR into Skelton Lane Bramley Grange now on RHS 

0.7 8.6 Enter 30 mph zone  



0.3 8.9 TR at X roads Into Coal Road 

0.6 9.5 SO at offset X roads TAKE CARE. Main Road (A58).    

SP Shadwell, Wike, Harewood 

    

0.3 9.8 TL into Main Street 

Shadwell 

Sharp corner. “Shadwell”. Follow 

road through Shadwell. Speed 

humps. 

1.6 11.4 At Traffic Lights TR into 

Wike Ridge Lane 

Shops now on LHS 

0.1 11.5 TL onto Wigton Lane Dexter Arms car park now on LHS 

1.1 12.6 SO at Traffic Lights.    TAKE CARE. (A61).SP Alwoodley. 

1.6 14.2 TR at T junction Brown sign ‘Donkey Sanctuary’ 

0.9 15.1  TR at T junction ‘Give Way’ Brown horse shoe sign on RHS  

pole 

0.4 15.5 TL into Kings Road SP Bramhope 0.5 m 

0.8 16.3 Enter island. Take 3rd exit 

onto A660 

SP Skipton 20 m 

0.6 16.9 TL off main road into 

Breary Lane. Follow road 

through Bramhope 

SP Bramhope.  

0.4 17.3 SO at Give way into Old 

Lane 

Now Craven Memorial Hall 

appears on RHS 

 0.9 18.2 SO at Offset X road. TAKE CARE. Busy Road (A658). 

Old Lane continues. 

0.9 19.1 TL at T junction No SP. Cycleway sign opposite. 

Get ready for next instruction.. 

0.1 19.2 TR into York Gate TAKE CARE. Awkward crest in 

road makes blind spot. Now sign 

on RHS  ‘Royalty Hotel  1 mile’ 

1.1 20.3 TR into viewing spot 

‘Surprise View CP’on RHS. 

Enter Car Park area and 

park. 

Panoramic Views into Wharfe 

Valley and Otley below.  

Interesting dry stone walling 

features. 

0.1 20.4 Return to main route and Continue on original route 



TR out of the Viewing area. 

0.8 21.2 TL at T junction Sign ‘All routes’ Arrow pointing 

left. 

0.1 21.3 TR into Windmill Lane Now down hill run 

0.4 21.7 TL in front of Chevin Pub 

into Buckle Lane 

Care. Awkward junction. 

0.5 22.2 SO at Traffic Lights and 

continue through second 

set of traffic lights 

Across A65 Into Bingley Road and 

proceed forward. Now a play 

area on RHS 

0.3 22.5 SO at mini island Soon new homes by Chartford on 

RHS 

0.9 23.4 TR at T junction SP Burley, Woodhead 0.75m.  

1.6 25.0 End of speed humps Thank goodness! 

1.2 26.2  Cow and Calf Hotel with facilities 

and good views. Cow and Calf 

Rocks on LHS. 

0.1 26.3  Cow and Calf Climbers Cafe on 

LHS. Marquee/home made 

cakes/toilets 

0.8 27.1 SO at mini island Ilkley urban area 

0.3 27.4 Bear left onto main road at 

mini island 

Railway Station ahead 

0.2 27.6 SO through Ilkley main 

centre 

Shops, coffee shops, Betty’s on 

RHS, etc. 

Make note of milo reading if you 

deviate from route and make 

adjustment to cumulative total 

miles. 

0.2 27.8 Follow road round to R. 

Follow signs to A65 Skipton 

Park and Memorial Obelisk now 

on L 

0.1 27.9 TL at T junction onto A65  SP Skipton A65. Main road. 

2.0 29.9 Look out for sign “Cows”  

take RH lane and TR  across 

dual carriageway 

SP Grassington, Addingham 



0.3 30.2 TR  into Church St Sign Bolton Abbey 3m. Follow 

road round.  

0.5 30.7 TR at T junction  SP Bolton Abbey 2.75m 

1.9 32.6 Enter Island. TR on to A59 

(3rd exit) SP Harrogate 

You are now near to Devonshire 

Arms (ahead). Refreshments? 

0.1 32.7 Cross over the Wharfe 

River to north side 

Views of old bridge on left. Long 

climb ahead up on to the moors. 

4.5 37.2 TL off main road at junction 

 to West End 

Weight limit. Single track road 

ahead. Watch out for potholes. 

1.9 39.1 TR at T junction West End lane. SP Blubberhouses 

2.75m 

0.2 39.3 TL on to Reservoir Road SP Dacre 4m 

0.3 39.6 Over Thruscross Dam Views of reservoir to left 

1.0 40.6 TR at X roads SP Blubberhouses 2.5 m 

1.4 42.0 Enter Blubberhouses, then 

immediately....Entrance to 

Mackenzies York 

Smokehouse on LHS. Sign 

boards at roadside. 

Delicatessen shop, cafe, parking. 

Nice produce, Refreshments, 

toilets. 

Leaflet in your pack 

 

 

0.9 42.9 TR at T junction on to A59 Use RH wedge to turn. Good 

views of traffic but TAKE CARE 

onto main road.  SP Skipton 13 m 

0.1 43.0 TL off main road SP Timble, Otley and Swinsty 

Reservoir. 

Trimble 2 

1.4 44.4 TL at junction into 

secondary road 

SP Timble 0.75m. 

Brown sign Swinsty 1m 

Views of Menwith Hill spheres 

and wind turbines. 

1.2 45.6 Pass Nature Trail and Cafe Take a break? 



0.1 45.7 Cross over Fewston  

Reservoir 

Water to left 

WARNING  Possible short DIVERSION 

at 46.3 miles. Approx 0.3 

extra  miles. Take diversion 

and rejoin the route. 

Rejoin near to Fewston 

Church(Washburn Heritage 

Centre). 

Then continue down to Swinsty 

Reservoir 

1.1` 46.8 Cross over Swinsty  Water on both sides 

0.6 47.4 TR at T junction No SP. (just a pole) 

2.4 49.8 Cross Lindley Wood 

Reservoir 

 

1.2 51.0 Enter Farnley  

0.6 51.6 TL at T junction. SP Pool 2.5   

1.3 52.9  Just over narrow hump 

bridge Priority oncoming 

vehicles. 

TL at T junction on to 

B6161. 

SP Killinghall 8.5 m 

0.2 53.1 Enter Leathley. Continue 

through village. 

 

2.4 55.5 TR at SP Stainburn, Rigton, 

Huby. Take Care. 

Into New Lane. Street sign just 

inside road on LHS. (Take care 

crossing traffic on undulating and 

bendy section)  

1.3 56.8 TL at T junction Almscliffe Crag to LHS. 

Look out for climbers and parked 

vehicles. 

0.3 57.1 TL into Crag Lane SP North Rigton 1.25m. Narrow 

lane. Crags on LHS. 

0.8 57.9 Enter North Rigton  

0.3 58.2 TL at T junction. No sign. Now St John Evangelist on RHS 

0.1 58.3 TR at mini island into Hall 

Green Lane 

Leave Star and Garter PH on LHS. 

(refreshments/facilities) 



0.5 58.8 TL at X roads on to A658 TAKE CARE.  

Accident BLACK SPOT.  

1.1 59.9 Proceed through traffic 

island on  A658. Take 

Second exit.  

You are have now crossed the 

Leeds / Harrogate Rd (A61) 

0.9 60.8 TR off A658 SP Kirkby Overblow 1.5 m 

0.9 61.7 Enter Kirkby Overblow Speed bumps. Follow road 

through village. Shoulder of 

Mutton LHS in village. 

3.4 65.1 Enter Sicklinghall village  Scotts Arms on LHS in village. 

Open for refreshments and 

facilities 

2.9 68.0 Enter Wetherby urban 

area. Follow road. TR at 

mini island into Westgate 

Raby Park field ahead 

0.1 68.1 Immediately TL into 

Crossley Street 

Funeral directors now on RHS 

0.3 68.4 TL at mini island PO sorting office ahead 

0.1 68.5 TR into York Rd Morrisons Petrol Station on 

junction 

0.3 68.8 Over motorway  bridge Race course now on RHS 

0.7 69.5 SO at island SP York B1224.  

1.0 70.5 TR at junction SP Walton 1.5. “Unsuitable for 

HGV” 

1.4 71.9 Enter Walton. Bear R SP Thorp Arch 1.5m 

0.1 72.0 TL at T junction  Speed camera on RHS. 

0.1 72.1 TR at junction on to Walton 

Rd 

SP HM Prison 

1.3 73.4 TL at T junction  Centre of Thorp Arch. (Village 

Green) 

0.1 73.5 Over narrow bridge Over River Wharfe to south side.  

Shared priority. 

0.2 73.7 TL at T junction into High “Gifted” shop ahead 



Street Boston Spa 

0.1 73.8 Immediately TR into 

Stables Lane 

Chemist Shop on RH corner 

0.1 73.9 Arrive at Entrance to 

Stables Lane Playing Field 

ahead 

 

  RELAX You have now completed the 

scenic tour of the Mid Wharfe 

Catchment Area. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Driver 

and Navigator ! 

 


