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YORKSHIRE CENTRE NOTES – SPRING 2026 

It has been a miserable, wet and windy winter but Spring is here and we can, 
hopefully, look forward to an improvement in the weather. The first YUMMS of 
the year was held at The Royalty, Otley Chevin and is the springboard for our 
Events Programme. Many Morgans are now coming out of hibernation and we can 
look forward to another exciting year. As I write we are looking forward to ‘Drive 
it Day’ on the 26th when several members will be enjoying their own drives to finish 
at Wentworth Woodhouse where a dedicated parking area has been arranged. 
This is a particularly interesting stately house and has the longest front façade in 
any country house in the UK at 618 feet. Gilly and I have not visited it before so are 
looking forward to the day. 

Coming soon will be the Herriot Trail which this year has invited members from 
across the country and is another excellent example of what the Yorkshire Centre 
has to offer and, again, raise funds for the Herriot Hospice Charity. Our visitors will 
be able to enjoy and experience the wonderful countryside which we have on our 
door step and to learn about the life of James Herriot. They will also get the chance 
to drive through the famous water splash!! 

There are many other exciting events on the calendar and I ask you to support as 
many of these as possible. Our volunteers work hard and put a lot of effort into 
planning, organising and running these events for our pleasure and benefit. 

You will have seen on the Events Programme that the Staffordshire Centre will be 
enjoying a summer break in Harrogate and I know a number of our members have 
offered help and guidance but, if possible, go along and join them during their stay. 
I know Malcolm is hoping to combine the Central Noggin while they are here. 

I hope you will get out and about and enjoy your Morgan and fly the flag for the 
Yorkshire Centre. Don’t forget to record your travels and experiences and send 
them to Richard for future inclusion in a future issue. 

Gilly and I look forward to meeting up with you throughout the year and hearing 
what you have been doing. 

Happy Morganeering 

 

 

 

 

 



WEST YORKSHIRE EXPLOITS 
(Or what we’ve been up to recently) 

Mike G. Halifax. 

It’s been quite a busy time here in a blustery and often wet West of God’s Own County, but 
nevertheless, it hasn’t stopped us of the Morganing fraternity from getting out and about. 

It really started towards the end of February when we went over to see Matthew at Life’s Motors 
at Banks, near Southport. That was to take a member’s modern 3-wheeler for a service,  

MOT and 2 new tyres. A decent run for the 60 or so miles, but worth the journey. 

Whilst there I noticed that Matthew had a stack of tyres and a sign stating that they could fit and 
balance tyres on spoked wheels etc. That started me thinking about the tyres on our 2018 4/4 
having now completed almost 32,500 miles from new. 

The 3-wheeler was left there and a while later we returned to collect it with the work duly 
completed and new tyres fitted. In the meantime, I’d looked at our tyres and decided it was time 
to change them. I’d looked on line and found that not only were they a better price than all the 
others, which were only quoted at a price to purchase, plus delivery then need fitting, but 
Matthew has them in stock at an all-inclusive, fitted, balanced and with new valves price, so I 
put my name on a set of 5, to be fitted at my convenience in a couple of weeks’ time. 

It’s worth noting that tyres do have a finite life. Age and use, or perhaps more so, lack of use can 
cause degradation and cracking. There is a 10-year age rule but that only applies to vehicles with 
8 seats or more (not a Morgan problem), or commercial vehicles, buses etc. Also of note is that 
whilst our 4/4 was registered in mid-January 2018, it was built at the factory in June 2017 but 
the date code on the tyres indicates they were manufactured during the last week of September 
2016, so they were over 15 months old when they first touched the road. 

Within a couple of days of the second trip to Life’s Motors to bring back the 3-wheeler our 
assistance was required to help another, long serving member of the MSCC & M3W Club to 
collect his latest Morgan acquisition, a 1934 Family model V twin 3-wheeler from down the 
Calder Valley. It’s a project car that will be completely restored (Not re-built – or DVLA may well 
give it a ‘Q’ plate registration and take its original registration number off of it)! 



 

Moving on to this week (2nd week of March) saw quite a gathering of members at the South 
Yorkshire joint 4-wheeler & 3-wheeler Clubs noggin at the Bay Horse, Scholes, Nr. Rotherham. 
There was a total of 17 members but only 2 Morgans both being 4-wheeler 4/4’s. The members 
split was a mixture of purely 4-wheeler owners, purely 3-wheeler owners and those that owned 
examples of both types. A reasonable turn out and it goes to show that combining both Clubs 
works well. The regular meeting there is on the second Tuesday of every month. 

The following day (Wednesday) saw the lunchtime YUMMS held at The Royalty, York Road, Otley 
Chevin. 21 members attended, with 5 Morgans. It was a good opportunity to meet up again after 
what seemed like a long, dreary winter, and to renew acquaintances and to welcome a recently 
new member Tim, in his rather splendid Royal Ivory 2015 4/4 he’d travelled quite away from 
home in the East of Yorkshire, as were others and it was good to meet a new member. As always 
there was much chatter and banter that was enjoyed by all. Thanks must go to Carol & Keith 
Hodgson for another excellent event, and to the welcoming staff there who supplied excellent 
food and lots of it. 

Leaving there we headed about 15 miles south ready for the West Yorkshire monthly noggin at 
The Bobbin Carrier, Chain Bar, Cleckheaton. That was attended by 8 members with 4 cars, a Plus 
Four, a M3W and 2 x 4/4’s. Another evening of camaraderie and the chance to eat yet again! 
Plus, some discussion about forthcoming events and meetings, including the Drive It Day 
meeting at Wentworth Woodhouse on Sunday 26th April. Let’s hope for a great turnout of 
Yorkshire Centre Members. Well before then our Morgan will be shod with her new tyres! 



 

You might have noticed throughout all this, there’s been several mentions of Morgan 4/4’s – 
perhaps it’s trying to tell us something and suggesting that The Morgan Motor Company (MMC) 
could do worse than ‘Looking Back to The Future’ – just my thoughts on the subject. 

Safe & Happy Morganing everyone, and special thanks to all involved in any of the above, 
because without you, none of it would ever have happened. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MORGAN TOUR WITH THE DOWNS’ AND LUCAS’ 

SEPTEMBER 25 

PART ‘DEUX’ 

Day 12.  Just a short drive into San Remo from our hotel today as it was too hot to walk (36*). 
Then a potter about round the street cafes and harbour of the Italian Riviera. Off to Monaco 
tomorrow for the day. 

 

 

 

Day 13.  Drive along the coast road to Monaco. 

 

 



 

 

 

Day 14.  Moving on today, cruising up the Autostrada to Milan and onto Laglio, on the shore of 
Lake Como. Now chillin’ in the garden overlooking the lake with a few beers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 15.  Today’s drive takes us round Lake Como, 183km of spectacular scenery and some 
quite challenging hairpins! 
One detour from the route was to the 11th century Castello di Vezio, an astonishing viewpoint 
high above the lake which was once occupied by the Knights Templar. 

    

 

       

 

Day 16.  A short 30km drive today over the mountains to a very peaceful Porlezza on Lake 
Lugano. Encountering a party of 27 motorcycles on the hairpins! 
And a truck on the lakeside road. 

 

 



  

Day 17.  Well, today was meant to be just chillin by the pool before our journey north 
tomorrow into Switzerland. However, the Maitre D said we shouldn’t visit this area with seeing 
Sighignola- the Balcony of Italy, with views across Lugano to the Swiss Alps. At 4311ft it made 
for interesting driving to get there and the views certainly didn’t disappoint. 

 

Day 18.  To prove that the wall to wall sunshine we have experienced so far could not last 
forever, Switzerland treated us to some rain on our drive from Como to Lucerne.  
The Gottard was cloudy and damp, but the rain stopped for the Furka Pass so I could relive 
James Bond and Goldfinger’s epic drive. Then on to Grimsel and Susten Passes, the later I must 
admit I found a touch scary with the precipitous drops at the side of the road! 

    

 

 



    

Day 19.  After yesterday’s epic drive today, we are at rest on the banks of Lake Lucerne, 
anticipating tomorrows excursion which is: 

Drive to Interlaken, train to Lauterbrunnen, cable car to Stechelberg, cable car to Schilthorn 
(Piz Gloria restaurant as seen in James Bond - On Her Majesty’s Secret Service), cable car to 
Murren, train back to Interlaken and back to Lucerne. 

Day 20.  Today I’m mainly being Bond, James Bond! 

 

 



 

 

 

Day 21.  A short drive to Lucerne to get the cable car up to Mount Pilatus, descent was by the 
steepest rack railway in the world. Then back to Lucerne across the lake by ferry. 

 

 

 

 



+6 

 

Day 22.  Leaving Switzerland for France.  A damp drive today through the Thal National Park 
near Basel, passing through the pretty town of Balsthal with its imposing Schoss Verein, 
towering over the road.  I realised I had been neglecting my feminine side recently so tonight 
we stay in Nancy. 

 

 

 



 

Day 23.  Heading north past Reims for our last stop near Chamouille before the ferry on 
Saturday evening. Our drive today takes us through some lovely French country roads with 
only a few rain drops despite stormy skies thankfully. 

 

 



 

Day 24.  Last night’s dinner by Lac de l'Ailette, then waking up to the same view on our last full 
day. Driving through France, Belgium and Netherlands today for our ferry back to Blighty from 
Rotterdam. 

 

 

 



 

Day 25.  Back in Blighty torrential rain and potholes in Hull, makes you feel like you are home! 
Blue sky and sun now in Knaresborough, that’s more like it.  
3000 miles and 9 countries, Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Austria, 
Liechtenstein, Italy, Switzerland and France.  
Mog now in bed having a rest 

 



 

 



 

 

WINTER MOGGING 

Sandi and Richard 

What to do when the clocks change 

A while back we invested in a new hood for the Morgan.  Allon White’s trim team did us proud 
and replaced the original PVC hood covering with a black mohair cover and trimmed the side 
screens to match.  The project involved some very wet Morgan driving ‘down south’ to 
Cranfield, returning to God’s Country in a high mileage tin-top loan car while the new hood 
was being fitted.  We ‘retrieved’ the Morgan a couple of days later in marginally better 
weather and found that the hood up ‘feel’ of the car is massively improved and the water 
ingress (leaks) noticeably reduced (but not completely stopped)!  Importantly, our Morgan 
looks so much better after the change from tatty grey plastic to smart black mohair. 

We drive the Morgan all year round, have the annual service and MOT done in February and a 
trip out on Christmas Day has become a traditional part of our festivities.  Of course, weather 
permitting, we drive with the hood down but between the clock changes we garage the car 
with the hood up and fully tensioned (ready to drive).  During the British Summer Time, we 
reverse the procedure so the Morgan is ready to go ‘open top’.  The new hood folds away 
more easily and fits securely into the latches with the hood cover installed. 



 

Early Spring Mogging 

 

The media tells me that older drivers are a danger to themselves and the public at large 
because we are all “deaf, dumb and blind” like Tommy in The Who’s 1969 rock opera “Pinball 
Wizard” (worth a listen for old times’ sake!).  Mildly insulted at having my confidence and 
ability called into question, I signed up to the Advanced Drivers Course with the Institute of 
Advanced Motoring (IAM).  The local IAM group was going through a difficult period, so the 
start of the course was delayed until February ’26.  After 6 observed drives (in Sandi’s Mini 
Cooper) involving every driving scenario, some serious Highway Code swotting and doing most 
of the DVLA practice theory tests (I failed the first attempt!), I took what turned out to be a 
really challenging driving test and passed!! 



What do you get out of the IAM Course?  It is amazing how many bad driving habits you have 
after 60 years, but they are easily corrected.  Knowledge of the driving laws and rules is 
generally poor so drivers make up their own!  The Course is based on sound driving principals 
and improves knowledge, technique and awareness.  Confidence has been restored and ability 
to drive safely confirmed but there’s a long way to go before reaching Pinball Wizard standard. 
There is always more to learn. 

 

Serious Swotting Success 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 



CENTRE CONTACTS 
 

Centre Secretary             Jeremy Wilson   msccyorkshire@gmail.com                                                 
 
Past Secretary                                          John Forrest Forrest24@forrest24.karoo.co.uk 
 

Vice Secretary                                          Malcolm Downs    msccyorkshire@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer & Regalia                                Jan Lawson    Jan.lawson@janmail.co.uk 
                                                       
East Yorkshire                                          Rod Bentley     Rod.bentley@gmail.com 

West Yorkshire                                        Mike Green      michael@mattgreen.me.uk 

South Yorkshire                                       Graham Konstandelos drfcx2@googlemail.com 

York/Central                                             Malcolm Downs malcolm.downs@btinernet.com 

North Yorkshire                                        Paul Pickburn pjpickburn@hotmail.com 

MSUK contact                                           John Wilding jafwilding@googlemail.com 

 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR ARTICLES AND REPORTS ETC. TO 

RICHARD COLE 

rscmillview@aol.com 

Word documents preferred 
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