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We wish you a Very Happy New Year and trust you have enjoyed a peaceful 

Christmas and Santa brought you all you wished for? 

It is a time to relax and enjoy the company of family and friends and to 

remember the wonderful events we have been to throughout the year. 

The weather in 2024 has been disappointing but as with all things if you make 

an effort you will be rewarded and we certainly have been. We enjoyed a 20th 

Anniversary celebration of Mouse MOG, we have been on interesting scenic 

runs, visited new places and generally enjoyed the company of like minded 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ aƻǊƎŀƴ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΚ 

Gilly and I have taken two wonderful European holidays this year and visited the 

South of France in June and a trip to the Black Forest in September with other 

Morgan friends .It was a pleasure to drive on roads with little traffic and no pot 

holes or litter. What people must think when they come to this country is 

depressing. Alas, looking forward to 2025 we have another exciting year to look 

forward to and are honoured to be hosting the MSCC AGM in April at the Burn 

Hotel near York. Jan Lawson has been tasked with organising this event and I am 

sure we all agree that she is very well qualified to do so. We look forward to a 

splendid weekend. Also on the calendar are a number of scenic runs and the 

Herriot Trail break in May which has received very positive support and we now 

have people booked into the second hotel. Many members are returning to 

Llangollen and we can look forward to the Ravenhall Christmas weekend in 

December. 

It is a pleasure working with so many people who demonstrate their passion and 

enthusiasm for Morgans. Thank you. 

 

Gilly and I wish you all a very Happy New year and we look forward to meeting 

sometime, somewhere. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



THE MOGNIFICENT NINE AMIGOS SPANISH TOUR 
SEPTEMBER 2024 

 

 
 

5 September - PORTSMOUTH 
 
The Nine Amigos - Malcolm and Gaynor Downs, Jan Lawson, Andy and Pauline Lucas, 
John and Sue Clayton and Richard and Lorna Lee board Brittany Ferries to Santander. 
 
 

6 September - BAY of BISCAY 
 
So far so good the infamous Bay of Biscay being very kind to us.  
 

 
 



7 September - SANTANDER to PISQUERA 
  
Great crossing, flat calm all the way, docking at 08.00. Weather fine so tops down to 
our first stop, the Parador de Cervera de Pisuerga in Fuentes Carrionas Nature 
Reserve Cantabrian RangeḼ Palencia and are known to be a refuge of the brown bear, 
we didnôt see any! 
After checking in we take a short run out to San Juan de Redondo in the Cantabrian 
Mountains then back to our Parador de Pisuega for dinner and zzzzz! 
 

 
 
 

8 September - PISQUERA to CANGAS to ONIS 
  
Touring through the Picos de Europa on wonderful Morganeering roads to Parador 
Cangas de Onis, formerly the monastery San Pedro de Villanueva, stopping at the 
Piedrasluengas viewpoint at 1355m and Parador Fuente de for lunch. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



9 September - CANGAS de ONIS 
 

Two short runs today, to Mirador del Fitu an amazing viewpoint over the Picos and the 
ocean albeit a little hazy today. Then on to Covadonga and the beautiful monastery 
before returning to Cangas to find our parking reserved in prime position in front of the 
hotel. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

10 September - CAIN 
 

Todayôs run out from Cangas takes us into the south of the Picos firstly to the Mirador 
(viewpoint) Oseja de Sjamthen on to the town of Cain in the Valdeon Valley, where a 
lot of hiking trails start - I of course avoided these! 
Some great mountain passes make good Morgan roads. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 



11 September ï CANGAS de ONIS to LEON 
 

Todayôs journey takes us south from Cangas to Le·n on the N630 over the mountains 
of Reserva de la Biosfera-el Alto Beresga with peaks at up to 2189m high the views 
were spectacular. 
 
Arriving at the most incredible Hotel ever, the Parador de Leon. Previously the Hostal 
San Marcos, built in the 12th century as a monastery and hospital for pilgrims. 
 
 

 
 

12 September ï LEON 
 

Cars having a well-deserved rest today so we explored the city of León on foot and 
tourist road train. 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
13 September - PONFERRADA 

 
Todayôs route takes us from Le·n to Montforte de Lemos in Galicia on the edge of the 
Devesa da Rogueira nature reserve. Stopping at Ponferrada for lunch and to explore 
the castle of Castillo de Templarios.  
Originally a Roman fortress, in the 12th century the Templar Knights took possession, 
reinforced and extended it for protection of the pilgrims on the way to Santiago de 
Compostela. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

14 September ï MONFORTE de LEMOS to CANON de SIL 
 

Todayôs exploring took us into the spectacular mountains and gorges of Galicia, to the 
gorge of the river Sil and monastery of San Estevo which is also a parador hotel now, 
so a convenient stop for coffee. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

15 September ï MONFORTE de LEMOS to VERIN 
 
Today we travel through Galicia to the Parador de Verin , along part of the Camino de 
Santiago route stopping briefly at Rincon del Peregrino in Albergueria, the Hostel for 
pilgrims on the Camino, hence all the shells hanging inside. Some brilliant driving roads 
and scenery. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
16 September - VERIN 

 
A quieter day, walk to the Castelo de Monterrei overlooking the parador. Then a short 
drive to Balneario De Caldelinas thermal baths, originally of Roman origin, before 
returning to the parador via Verin 
 
 

 
 



 
 

.............to be continued 

 

TEES COTTAGE PUMPING STATION 

Russ and Ange Sayers 

 

On Sunday 6th October, Russ and I took Barbara and met up with our friends, Marje and Roy Blake 
and Russ and Chris Swift at Tees Cottage Pumping Station in Darlington for their Classic Car Event. 
This was to be our last event with Barbara for this year. (Apart from when Russ takes Santa out in 
Barbara around (Masham). We drove in through the gate and was given our tickets for a free cup of 
tea. Our friend Russ Swift directed us to our parking area, near to his SS Jaguar and Roy's M G A. The 
event began filling up quickly with all sorts of classics.  



 

We were the only Morgan there as it happened. With it being a small venue, a maximum of about 
60 vehicles were allowed in. We got our free tea and bought a bacon butty. We had a walk around 
the cars and had a look inside the sheds and saw the steam engines working which was fantastic. 
The water comes from the river, which is a few meters away by a series of underground pipes into 
the pumps in the sheds which then feed the reservoirs in Darlington and all done by gravity. These 
days it's by pressure. What an amazing sight to see these pumps and engines working. A wonderful 
feat of Victorian engineering. There were lots of very knowledgeable volunteers on hand to talk 
about the engines and what part each one played in the process of getting the water out to the 
businesses and homes in the Darlington Nowadays, of course, there is the new pumping station, 
just across the road to serve the population of Darlington and the surrounding areas. We then had 
lunch at a local pub, the Baydale Beck for 25, organisers and exhibitors alike. Afterwards, after 
another look around the cars we departed and enjoyed a scenic run back through Richmond to 
Masham. A big thanks to Russ Swift for a great day. We hope to be back next year, maybe taking 
Harriet our 1937 Austin 12/4.  
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Let me introduce myself.  I am Molly Morgan and I live with John and Mal Forrest. 

Phew, what a busy few months I have had.  Let me explain. 

First, in August Gill Bevan our Club Manager, contacted me to see if I would be happy to 
speak to a journalist from Classic Car Weekly who was writing an article on the watch 
points to buying a 90's era Morgan - like I am, and was looking to speak to an owner for 
their experience. A nice chap called Chris spoke to John and wrote a lovely little article 
on why John and Mal love their time with me (see picture of me with John and Mal in 
the article). 

 



No sooner had I got over that it was off to Doncaster (Robin Hood Airport) to see Vulcan 
XH558 and to have my picture taken with this wonderful icon of British engineering - a 
bit like me I suppose. 

 

The day was organised by the Vulcan to the Sky Trust and was one of a number of 
events they arrange for car enthusiasts so they can have an opportunity to have pictures 
of their cars with the Vulcan and also enjoy a cockpit visit.  These events are a very 
important source of income for the Trust which helps with the upkeep of the Vulcan.  
Sadly, on the day it was rather dull when we set off and raining when we arrived and 
because my hood was down a very kind man let me park under the Vulcan's wing to 
keep dry.    Unfortunately for them all the other classics had to stay out in the rain, 
another perk of being a Morgan. 

I had barely caught my breath and I was off again to help transport a fund-raising trophy 
between two Morrisons stores near to where I live.  Did you know, Morrisons have 
around 500 stores nationally with each store running a fund-raising campaign which 
raises many thousands of pounds a year for charity. 

The stores are regionalised so the fund raising can be more focused on local charities.  
This year East Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire were supporting 

St Andrews Children's Hospice in Grimsby.   

 


