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This newsletter is circulated to all paid up members of the Yorkshire Centre of the Morgan Sports Car Club. All 
content is provided by members and reflects their personal experiences and views. 

We are grateful for the support of our advertisers and hope that our members will support their businesses.  

 



JANUARY 2026 - WELCOME 

Welcome to the first issue of Morgan Musings for 2026 and I am sure it will be another exciting year for the 

Yorkshire Centre. January is the month when we reflect on the previous year and 2025 was a memorable one 

for our Centre. 

We were invited to host the MSCC AGM, which was the first-time outside Malvern, and the attendees enjoyed 

an exceptional weekend. People travelled from all corners of the country and we were blessed with good 

weather. The location was Burn Hall Hotel near York which gave everyone the opportunity to explore the 

beautiful Yorkshire countryside, visit the City of York and local attractions or spend time at the Birds of Prey 

Centre. The Saturday evening Gala Dinner and Dance was a triumph and congratulations to everyone in 

making it a weekend to remember. It clearly demonstrated that the members of the Yorkshire Centre are 

experts in hosting these events. 

This was soon followed by 3 wonderful days on the Herriot Trail exploring the Dales which inspired Alf Wight 

to write the hugely successful James Herriot books. We were introduced to his daughter Rosie who 

enlightened us on the life in a local vet’s practice and the work of the Herriot Hospice Charity.  

The Yorkshire Centre is an active one and many other events were enjoyed throughout the year culminating 

in the Christmas Party at the Grinkle Park Hotel. You will discover what went on later in this issue! 

The success of the Centre depends on the many members who volunteer to host, plan and organise the 

activities we enjoy. If you have any suggestions or wish to host an event please make it known. The monthly 

Noggins and YUMMS ensure continuity but we always look forward to something new and different. 

May I thank everyone who works hard for the benefit of our members, your efforts are appreciated. 

Looking ahead 2026 is the 75th Anniversary of the +4 and is a milestone in the production of any motor 

vehicle. The MSCC will be hosting a weekend of events in Malvern but those of us who will not be attending 

we can be mindful of this achievement throughout the year. 

We can look forward to another exciting year for our centre and we can enjoy the company and camaraderie 

of our fellow Morganeers. 

 



 

MORGAN TOUR WITH THE DOWNS’ AND LUCAS’ 

SEPTEMBER 25 

 
Day One 

We’re here and settled in to our cabin for the night. Thunder and lightning and torrential rain all the way 
from Knaresborough but the sun is out now.  
Rotterdam in the morning and onwards to Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Lichtenstein, Austria, Italy, The 
Mediterranean and Monaco. Then back through Switzerland, and France to Rotterdam again.  

 

 

 



 
 
Day 2 
 
A much better day weather wise with nice sunny periods and warm weather. Not that much scenery on our 
blast down from Rotterdam to Luxembourg, but nice to be on empty (relatively) European roads again. 
 

 

     

 

Day 3 

Today sees us travelling from Luxemburg to Villingen through the Black Forest, with an unexpected stop for 
coffee at the Unimog Museum. 

 

 

 

Day 4 

Driving down from Villingen to a very busy Lake Constance and Freidrichshafen to the border with Austria 
at Bodensee. Then on through the 15km Arlberg Tunnel under the mountains into Italy to our pied á terre 
in Sluderno for the night. Early start tomorrow for The Stelvio Pass before it gets too busy! 

 



 

 

Day 5 

There might be 2 check ins today as the Stelvio Pass deserves one all on its own!  

 

 

    

    

 



 

 

Day 5 part two 

From Stelvio continuing through Bormio and Gavia Pass down, out of the mountains to our stop for a few 
days at Lake Garda. 

 

 



 

 

Day 6 

A little damp first thing today so a leisurely start after yesterday’s drive through the Passes. The sun put in 
an appearance so we drove round the bottom of Lake Garda to Lazise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 7 

A rather wet start this morning I guess the lake needs topping up , so a day of leisure with no driving. Hot 
and sunny in the afternoon. Taking a boat across the lake tomorrow from Portese to Garda. 

 

    

 

 

Day 8 

A trip on the ferry across the lake to the town of Garda, a glorious hot sunny day, a little retail therapy - yes 
Gaynor bought handbags! 
Followed by a few beers and a pizza by the harbour.  
Cars having a rest in the hotel garage. 

 

 



 

Day 9 

A very hot, (31*) drive from Lake Garda to Sestri Levante on the Mediterranean today.  
This takes us through Cremona which is Gaynor’s ancestral home, Francesco Leggieri born 1824 her great 
great grandfather. The last 120km involved a fairly steady climb up for 60km into the Aveto National Park 
in Liguria at 1750m. The 60km descent must be the bendiest road in the world! It certainly felt like as some 
of us don’t have power steering!! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Day 10 

No driving today, taking the train to Rapallo, then the ferry to Portofino. We had aimed to carry on round 
the headland to San Fruttuoso where the Abbey is on the beach but the on-shore wind did not allow it. I 
managed to stop Gaynor just before she went into the Dior shop in Portofino but had to buy a her a small 
Moretti in the harbour square for €14!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 11 

Moving on today, a drive down the coast road towards Monaco we stay a few days in San Remo. 

 

 

 

To be continued. 

 

 



GRINKLE PARK 

 
We had a very successful weekend at Grinkle Park 1st weekend of December.  This is a new venue to us after 27 
years at Ravenhall but they did an excellent job and we will return next year for the start of a new tradition. 
 
On Friday the hotel arranged a Murder Mystery night which was set in 1920's and most people joined in the 
spirit of it and dressed up.  This was good fun and we competed by table to guess the murderer.  Saturday was 
our traditional fancy dress with the theme - All Change; and there were some very imaginative costumes. 
 
Results as follows: 
 
Best Couple - Richard & Lorna Lee as most perfect train conductors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Best homemade - Heather Parr as a dodgy money changer 
Most complex - Nicki Williams who arrived as the devil and transformed into an angel 
Best story - The Donmog team who were the egg, the caterpillar, the chrysalis and the butterfly 
 

 
 
 
Best tradesmen - Stuart & Jean Kellett as Oil Change mechanics 
Most Authentic- Tony & Sue Franklin as the police officers - Bob Shilling & Loose change 
Best Team - The Fell Mog 6 as the Fellmog Express 
Most imaginative - Carl & Lisa Aveyard as the coin hunters 
Most impossible to wear - Malcolm & Gaynor Downs as the mad hatter & white rabbit  
 

 
 



Most Seasonal - Rod & Trish Bentley as Summer & Winter 
Best Film related - Graham & Karen Corrigan as Goldfinger & Moneypenny 
Best subtle detail - John & Mal Forrest -whose Train T shirts illustrated the change from steam to diesel. 
 
We had 40 people for the weekend and special mention should go to Ken Grindrod & Paul Pickburn who both 
came in their Morgans. 
 

Next year’s event is 4th to 6th December 2026. Information to follow. 
 
 
 

MOVE THE MORGAN ARRIVES AT HIGH PEAK/TORMOG 

The model Aero 8 arrived safely in the post from Roger Pettican, Centre Secretary of Normog.  

It was an opportunity to meet up with my ivory model Morgan, Sylvia 1 (the Morgan owned by Dr Gilbertson, the GP 

in Postman Pat).  

 

 

With great anticipation, she was going to visit our first Noggin of 2026 at The Crispin in Great Longstone, the long-

time home of Tormog. 

Sadly, Storm Goretti put a stop to this by kindly dumping 6 inches of snow on the Secretary’s house. Not the weather 

for a Morgan with a precious cargo. 



 

So, the model skipped our Noggin and made its way north to the Yorkshire Centre AGM where it was handed over to 

Jeremy Wilson, Yorkshire Centre Secretary.  

` 

 
 



Obituary 

 

John Bennett from Sheffield was a long term Morgan owner and Yorkshire 

Centre member, although his Morgan membership lapsed in recent years’ he 

was an active owner and often seen in the company of Maurice Denton, Doug 

Bingham and Steve Lant; sadly all members who have now passed.  

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

CENTRE CONTACTS 
 

Centre Secretary             Jeremy Wilson   msccyorkshire@gmail.com                                                 
 
Past Secretary                                          John Forrest Forrest24@forrest24.karoo.co.uk 
 

Vice Secretary                                          Vacant 
 
Treasurer & Regalia                                Jan Lawson    Jan.lawson@janmail.co.uk 
                                                       

East Yorkshire                                          Rod Bentley     Rod.bentley@gmail.com 

West Yorkshire                                        Mike Green      michael@mattgreen.me.uk 

South Yorkshire                                       Graham Konstandelos drfcx2@googlemail.com 

York/Central                                             Malcolm Downs malcolm.downs@btinernet.com 

North Yorkshire                                        Paul Pickburn pjpickburn@hotmail.com 

MSUK contact                                           John Wilding jafwilding@googlemail.com 

 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR ARTICLES AND REPORTS ETC TO 

RICHARD COLE 

rscmillview@aol.com 

Word documents preferred 
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