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MORGAN MUSINGS – AUTUMN 2025 

Jeremy Wilson 

The Summer of 2025 has been the hottest on record and, although, we had many days of 
sunshine they were not consecutive like the summer of 1976. However, I hope you 
managed to get out and about and enjoy some Morgan motoring and I know many of you 
ventured to European destinations.  We look forward to reading about your trips over the 
coming months. Wherever you went this year what could be more enjoyable than the 
experience of Morganeering? Gilly and I decided not to take ours abroad this year but we 
did have a road trip to Scotland. Typically, the weather changed and we experienced a lot of 
rain particularly overnight but we did achieve all we had set out to do. You can read all 
about it in this issue. 

Looking ahead we have the 2026 Planning Meeting on Wednesday 12th November to be 
held during the West Yorkshire Noggin at the Bobbin Carrier, Cleckheaton. Please come 
along so we can discuss what you wish to do next year but if you are not able to make it 
send me your wishes beforehand. The MSCC 75th Anniversary details have been included in 
the October Miscellany so include the date in your diary. The Yorkshire Centre AGM is 
booked for Saturday 10th January at the Anchor in Whixley and all are welcome. I will send 
out the details before Christmas. There are a number of vacancies so if anyone is interested 
in any positions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Our active season is coming to an end but we have enjoyed many exciting days with many 
varied topics of interest and, of course, good company. The Morgan community is a friendly 
one and the social events and people’s commitment clearly demonstrates this. 

The last event of the year is the Christmas party which is being held at The Grinkle Park 
Hotel at Easington and the theme is ‘All Change’. We are not able to attend but we look 
forward to seeing the pictures and hearing all about it.  Morgan people are very inventive so 
it will be interesting to see how this is theme is interpreted! 

I wish to thank you all for your support throughout 2025 and if Gilly and I do not see you 
before the AGM we send you our very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year and look 
forward to seeing you next year. 

 



A Scottish Adventure 

Jeremy Wilson 

Gilly and I took two wonderful road trips around Europe in 2024 and agreed not to take the 
car abroad this year so in June we were happy to let Jet2.com take us to Malta and decided 
that our annual road trip would be to Scotland in September. So, on the 13th we headed off 
but first I needed to divert to have my annual Driving Licence Medical which was arranged 
en-route at Newton Aycliffe. Once successfully completed it was time to hit the road north. 
We picked up the A68 towards our first night’s destination at Selkirk. I needed to get my 
application in the post so we stopped at Hexham and went in search of the Post Office. 
There was only 1 member of staff and a very long queue so the process took longer than 
expected but I chatted to the lady in front of me to enquire about the location of the best 
coffee shop. We were impressed with Hexham but the delay meant we arrived at the Coffee 
Shop when it was extremely busy so sadly, we abandoned the mission and returned to the 
car. The weather was changeable and unpredictable so the hood stayed up which was 
fortunate because as we arrived in Hawick the heavens opened and there was a torrential 
downpour. The town centre was busy and we were held up by roadworks and as Selkirk was 
only another 10 miles away, we decided not to stop.  We arrived at the Phillipburn Hotel, a 
hotel we have stayed at before, and checked in and were told we had been upgraded. The 
room was wonderful with a 4-poster bed, all the accoutrements and even a double shower! 
After unpacking we went into Selkirk and enjoyed a tasty warming soup and a pleasant walk 
around the town although there wasn’t too much to see. We returned to the hotel for a rest 
before dinner, it’s a hard life. 

The sun was breaking through on Sunday morning so after a hearty breakfast we put the 
hood down and headed for Peebles and our destination for today, the Dawyck Botanical 
Garden. (Pronounced Doik). This 65-acre garden offers woodland and burnside walks and is 
renowned for its seasonal displays of snowdrops, bluebells, rhododendrons, azaleas and 
autumn colour. A visit at any time of the year is always a treat. We have visited before but 
were unable to complete our last visit as the wind speed had increased and it was unsafe to 
walk through but this time, we were able to spend time and were impressed with the wide 
variety of specimens. The coffee shop was also very good! 

Day 3 was a planned day of rest and as the morning was fine and decided to return to 
Peebles. We kept the hood up for the 20 miles and pleased we did as the road spray was 
splashing everywhere. We parked in a convenient car park which has a very straightforward 
pay machine which actually took cash and produced a ticket – bliss.  There is more to see in 
Peebles so we had a coffee and cake and walked around the town. John Buchan, the author 
of 39 Steps, lived in Peebles and there was an interesting museum portraying his life and 
books and adjacent to this was the local museum displaying the history of the railway in the 
Borders.  We also took a short walk to Neidpath Castle but access was restricted to 
appointments only but it was interesting to see a typical Scottish Castle and one where 
Mary Queen of Scots had stayed in 1563. 

We left Peebles and no visit to this area would be compete without stopping at Traquair 
House. We have visited this house on several occasions and always enjoyed looking through 



the house and its relationship with the Jacobites.  It has a very interesting history and the 
famous Bear Gates at the top of the main drive were closed in 1745 following the visit by 
Bonnie Prince Charlie when the 5th Earl promised they would never be opened again until 
the Stuarts returned to the throne. It is also Scotland’s Oldest Inhabited house. The weather 
had now deteriorated and the heavens had opened so time to leave and return to the hotel. 

The sun decided to shine on Tuesday morning so after another hearty breakfast it was time 
to leave so after packing the car, we put the roof down and headed off. Our destination for 
today was Pitlochry but we would be making a stop en-route to visit the Rosslyn Chapel. The 
roads in this part of Lothian are dreadful and after a very uncomfortable drive we arrived 
and parked in the well sign posted car park. It was busy with a couple of coaches and visitors 
from all over the world.  The Chapel became more well-known after it was included in the 
Dan Brown book The Da Vinci Code and the subsequent film starring Tom Hanks. After a 
coffee we set off and were surprised how small the building is, however, it is awe inspiring 
and there is so much to admire and we enjoyed a wonderful visit. 

 

We headed back onto the road and skirted Edinburgh on the A720 crossing the Queensferry 
Bridge and admired the Railway Bridge and reminisced about crossing it on a train many 
years ago. As we approached Perth it was time to refuel and make a small diversion to call in 
at Revolutions, the local Morgan Agent.  We had a pleasant chat with Russell and admired 
the cars for sale but all too soon time to get back on the A9 north. We were booked for 3 
nights at the Old Mill Inn in Pitlochry which is situated in the town just off the main road. 
The hotel is a 4* family run Inn and was awarded Inn of the year in 2016.  The bedroom was 
beautifully appointed, the staff were friendly and efficient and it was very busy with visitors 
and locals alike. 

Wednesday was another wet morning but our plan today was a pre booked tour at the 
Dalwhinnie Distillery. After a good breakfast we set off taking the A9 towards Inverness. The 
visibility was poor with low mist and road spray and we were pleased to arrive at the 



distillery. We received a warm welcome in the visitor centre and with some time to spare 
we had a coffee. At 12 o’clock we set off on the tour and our Guide was called Aly who was 
informative, enthusiastic and knowledgeable and we enjoyed the tour. At the end there was 
an opportunity to sample some of their excellent whiskies but for those who were driving 
we received a drivers’ pack.  Time to purchase some goodies.  Our drive to Pitlochry was 
delayed by an accident but we were pleased to arrive back at the hotel where we had a cup 
of tea. 

 

 

 

The sun was shining on Thursday morning but this was the day we planned to visit the 
House of Bruar.  We have been customers for many years and could not miss the 
opportunity for a visit.  With it only being 10 miles away we left the hood up.  I have driven 
past Bruar many times over the years and always impressed by the building but nothing had 
prepared me for just how extensive and exquisitely well-appointed the different shopping 
areas were.  We are not usually people who shop at retail parks but this was a totally 
different experience. Needless to say, we had a handful or two of bags when we left. It’s 
amazing what a bit of retail therapy can do for your soul – and your wallet! 

 



 

 

It rained again overnight but the morning was clear and bright and time to start loading the 
car. It is surprising just how much you can get in a Morgan but it was a feat of engineering to 
get everything in. Fortunately, because the sun was shining, we were able to wear our 
leather jackets but had to finally resort to putting a shoe box in the passenger footwell. We 
set off and headed south and planned to  

 

 



call again at the Helix Park and the Kelpies at Falkirk. Our route, therefore, took us via 
Stirling and the M9 towards Grangemouth. We have seen the Kelpies before but needed to 
call again anyway as we needed some more coasters! We parked up and I was able to 
photograph my car with the Kelpies in the background. After a short walk to the visitor 
centre, we had a coffee, purchased our coasters etc then another walk to see these 
magnificent structures. The Kelpies are mystical water horses and actually not very nice 
creatures and these two heads are constructed above the water lever which portrays the 
remainder of their bodies under the surface. It is a very impressive impression. If you are 
ever in this area do not pass up the opportunity to stop and see them. We returned to the 
M9 and headed for Edinburgh and the A720 and A1 south for our final night at the Doxford 
Hall Hotel north of Alnwick. This is a favoured hotel for many like-minded Morganeers and 
somewhere we have stayed at numerous times before. We enjoyed a superb dinner before 
retiring for the night. 

 

It rained heavily again overnight so packing the car was a challenge but I did manage to 
adjust the packing and got the shoe box on the shelf.  We made steady progress down the 
A1 but there was a lot of traffic and the conditions were not good but we turned off north of 
Newcastle onto the A19 and passed through the Tyne Tunnel stopping for petrol before 
arriving home. 

We have thoroughly enjoyed our Scottish adventure and our Morgan has attracted many 
admirers and has been photographed so many times! But you all know this is what happens 
wherever you go. 

So, time to think about where to go in 2026. 



Morgan Visit to Burnby Hall and Gardens 

John Forest 

 

Saturday 26th July found 28 members along with 15 Morgans at Burnby Hall and 
Gardens where we assembled on the lawn in front of the main lake.  Fortunately, we 
were blessed with a dry day unlike last year's visit.   Sadly, a bit dull to start with but 
turned into a lovely warm day which was fortunate because some had really gone to 
town with a fully laid up picnic lunch whilst some of us enjoyed an excellent lunch in the 
Lily Pad Cafe.  After our various repasts, most enjoyed a very convivial stroll around the 
grounds. which were at their best, the lilies in particular giving a fine display. 

 



These compact gardens often referred to as a Jewel in East Yorkshire's Crown are 
dominated by the large lower lake and the small upper lake stocked with over 100 
varieties of lilies which form part of the National Lily Collection and are considered to be 
in the best natural setting in Europe.  As well as the lakes there's an Edwardian Rock 
Garden, the Aviary and Walled Gardens and the Stumpery, a garden designed to attract 
insect and bird life.  Another very attractive area is the Birch Walk which was created in 
2019 with over 40 Birch along with seasonal planting. 

 

The gardens were created by Major Percy and Katherine Stewart who bought the 
original hall and grounds in 1901 developing the gardens during the 20's and 30's. The 
Stewarts had no children and in 1912 decided to leave the Estate in Trust to the people 
of Pocklington.  Over the years various organisation have had responsibility for the 
gardens.  However, this is now the responsibility of the Trust which runs and cares for 
the Gardens. 



 

Another interesting part of Burnby is the Stewart Museum which is primarily dedicated 
to the travels of the Stewarts between 1906 and 1926 where they visited every 
continent and collected many significant culture and religious artefacts several of which 
have been recognised by UNESCO as of National and International importance. 

 

 

So, a good day enjoyed by all, so much so we will be visiting again next year towards the 
end of July. 

In the meantime, if you have never been to Burnby, I would encourage you to do so and 
pay a visit to this jewel of a garden. 



 

 



Spotted in Knaresborough! 
Knaresborough is of course well known for the trompe-l’oeil pictures which can be found 

painted on walls all over the town.  This one we saw in a car park near the market square in 

July which amused us.  However, it’s a pity that the artist is not more skilled at painting the 

back end of a Morgan! 

 

Francis and Sheila Elvins 

 

 



The Snape and Well Show 

Richard Cole 

What better way to spend a Bank Holiday afternoon than at a Yorkshire Village Show?  We 
were invited back to display some Morgans on the green and enjoy all the ‘fun of the fair’ at 
the Snape and Well Show. 

 

The sun shone all afternoon.  The children played games, the grown-ups bought raffle 
tickets and played the Tombola.  The Band played and prizes awarded for the amazing 
displays of local produce, and childrens’ artwork and hand-writing in the village hall.   

 



Tea and Tiffin were taken in the Chapel before departing for home late in the afternoon.   

 

The Morgans attracted lots of attention alongside other Classics and farm machinery!  Russ and 
Ange brought the chairs, Sandi gave away copies of Miscellany and Richard eventually figured out 
what caused the smoke – don’t ask! 

 



AN AUTUMN AMBLE 
 

Richard Cole 
 

 

 

Unbroken sunshine greated 15 Morgans (and a BMW) when we gathered at Hawthorn Farm 
just outside Leeds Bradford Airport for an Autumn Amble through the Yorkshire Dales.  
Refreshments were taken, cooking apples handed out and route briefs issued before we set 
off en-route to the Dales towards Otley. 

Having crossed the River Wharfe in Otley, we ambled westwards towards Ilkley passing 
through glorious parkland around the village of Askwith.  Turning to the North in Ilkley, we 
left behind the autumn colours showing in Wharfedale and climbed up Curly Hill to turn left 
at the top towards Bolton Abbey. 

After 5 miles of lovely views, a secluded gateway for coffee relief, and moreland cattle grids 
(do you cross them slowly or ‘go for it’?), the route turned right on to the A59 for ½ mile and 
a chance to get out of 3rd gear.  Turning left towards Storiths, looking out for high speed 
cyclists and walkers, found us sharing a ford with children and adults splashing about having 
a grand old time; the weather had gone back a season to that of a Summer afternoon! 



 

Resisting the temptation to turn left towards Appletreewick (and one of the Yorkshire 
Centre’s favourite watering holes!), we paused again to photograph the views from the road 
before continuing towards Pateley Bridge past Stump Cross Caverns.  On to Low Wath Road 
in Pateley Bridge, the route took us through Ramsgill and into Lofthouse where a steep 
climb away from the village enters the high heather moorland atop the Pennines.  No purple 
flowers this year owing to a plague of heather beetles that have decimated the heather of 
both the Dales and the Moors. 

More lovely views over Leighton reservoir as we descend through Healey and Fearby and, all 
too soon, we find ourselves in Masham parking up with the others at the Black Sheep 
Brewery after nearly 50 miles of Morgan driving in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales. 

Sunday lunch in the Brewery restaurant was a real treat.  Thank you Russ and Ange for 
organising another great day out in God’s Country. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



CENTRE CONTACTS 
                                           

 
Centre Secretary  Jeremy Wilson  msccyorkshire@gmail.com   
 
Past Secretary                    John Forrest Forrest24@forrest24.karoo.co.uk 
 

Vice Secretary                                          Vacant 
 
Treasurer & Regalia           Jan Lawson    Jan.lawson@janmail.co.uk 
                                                       
East Yorkshire                    Rod Bentley     Rod.bentley@gmail.com 

West Yorkshire                   Mike Green      michael@mattgreen.me.uk 

South Yorkshire                  Graham Konstandelos drfcx2@googlemail.com 

York/Central                        Malcolm Downs malcolm.downs@btinernet.com 

North Yorkshire                  Paul Pickburn pjpickburn@hotmail.com 

MSUK contact                     John Wilding jafwilding@googlemail.com 

 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR ARTICLES AND REPORTS ETC TO 

RICHARD COLE 

rscmillview@aol.com 

Word documents preferred 
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