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This newsletter is circulated to all paid up members of the Yorkshire Centre of the Morgan Sports 
Car Club. All content is provided by members and reflects their personal experiences and views. 

We are grateful for the support of our advertisers and hope that our members will support their businesses. 



SECRETARY’S NOTES 

What a year! 2023 started with the annual Nuts off Run and the AGM at which we took an important 
and significant decision to change the date of the Year End which will now be the 31st January. 
Therefore, subscriptions will now be due on the 1st February each year and any decisions taken at the 
AGM can be implemented immediately. 

As the year progressed we enjoyed the monthly Noggins and YUMMS and many other events some 
of which were not organised by the Yorkshire Centre but the benefit of attending these external 
events is that we do not need any of our members to make the arrangements or take on the 
responsibility, however, we always look forward to our centre specific events. The highlight of the 
year was the 50th Anniversary weekend superbly organised and executed by Jan Lawson. This was a 
truly wonderful weekend and we welcomed Nick Wilson, Chief of Staff from Morgan Motor Company 
and his wife Lorna. Nick spoke to us about the future of Morgan and developments at the factory. 
Jann Robinson presented myself with some beautifully engraved glassware celebrating my own 50 
years of membership. May I, again, thank you all, it is very much appreciated and admired. 

Another event, again organised by Jan, was the Mouse MOG scenic run and gymkhana. This was an 
enjoyable day and not in the least bit competitive! 2024 will see the 20th Mouse MOG and will be 
hosted over the weekend of 28th – 30th June. If you wish to be a part of it please contact Jan as soon 
as possible. 

In July Gilly and myself planned and organised a scenic run, considerably shorter than my last one 
(Norway 2008) and a picnic in the grounds of Kiplin Hall. We had an enjoyable day. The weather 
during the summer was disappointing which curtailed much of the enjoyment of our cars but the 
friendship and camaraderie within the centre continues to be strong and binding. 

At this time of year, we think about the friends and family we have lost and as I write this we are 
preparing for the funeral of Phil Ledgerwood. His death has come as a big and unexpected shock and 
he along with everyone else will be missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with their families at this 
sad time. On a happier note we have welcomed 35 new members to the centre and we hope they 
will enjoy their cars and membership with us. 

I wish to thank everyone who has organised and hosted any event throughout the year and without 
you we would not be able to enjoy these experiences and memories. 

The 2024 Nuts off Run and AGM are planned for Sunday 14th January and there is much to look 
forward to during the year. 

It only remains for Gilly and myself to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New Year. 

 

 

 

 



The Yorkshire Centre trip to Shelsley Walsh Hillclimb Weekend 21 -24 July 2023. 

Words by Mike Green & pictures by Mal Downs 

Following on from a previous visit in sweltering sun the same time last year, it was thought to be a 
good idea to see whether anyone wanted to make the trip again in 2023. The response was 
incredible, and in total 22 Yorkshire Centre members in 12 Morgans said ‘Yes please’.  It was so 
popular that all 9 available rooms at The Talbot at Knightwick were taken, and rooms at other 
hotels were hastily booked. 

 

On Friday 21st members made their own way to Worcestershire, a small party met on the M1 near 
Wakefield to travel to the next meeting area outside Coventry, where 7 cars convened before 
moving out on a cross-country scenic route towards our hotels. The route took us via an excellent 
country pub and restaurant called The Tipperary (not that it was a long way to go!), in time for a 
light lunch stop. Then onward through rural Warwickshire and into Worcestershire, to arrive at the 
hotels in good time for a well-earned drink and later a social chat over the evening meal. 

Last year, the weather was blisteringly hot all weekend, this year, it decided to be a bit different 
and caused us to play “hoods up – or – hoods down”. The forecast was for intermittent but heavy 
showers all weekend, but not to be deterred we all took our chances – Hoods up at night, Hoods 
Down perhaps after arrival at Shelsley on Saturday? 



 

A shower of rain and a short run of about 6 miles saw us at Shelsley Walsh, where the hosts, 
Midland Automobile Club had once again, done an excellent job of marshalling the thousands of 
vehicles in general, and the scores of single marque cars into appropriately designated parking 
areas. It rained all day! Well, until early evening anyway. 

 

Our 12 Morgans were parked alongside the other Morgans there, to make an impressive display of 
about 60 in total. 



Having been caught in the strong sunshine last year, cunningly we’d been blessed with a new and 
very welcome gazebo, kindly supplied by members Steve & Nicki. Blessed we were, as not long 
after our arrival it rained heavily and whilst some stalwarts braved the weather by visiting the 
paddock, the hill-climb start, walking uphill alongside the track, vehicle displays and trade stands 
and general automobilia stalls etc, others sought shelter under the gazebo.  It was an opportunity 
to socialise and enjoy an odd glass of wine or local brew, much to the amusement and envy of 
passers-by! 

 

The mornings are used for course familiarisation and timed practice runs with the time trials being 
held after lunch.  Perseverance pays off, and as the afternoon wore on, the rain eased, then 
stopped and the sun came out. 

 



We returned to the hotel in time to sort out and settle back in, before meeting for a social drink 
prior to the whole group enjoying the evening meal, with special guests Jann Robinson (MSCC Vice 
Chair) and Charles Neal (Miscellany’s Editor). The opportunity to discuss relevant ‘Morgan Matters’ 
and perhaps purchase a copy of Charles’s recent book was made the most of before retiring for the 
night. 

 

Sunday’s weather was better than the forecasters were saying, so with ‘engines ready’ at 10am we 
were off again to the hill climb. Again, we were marshalled into line with the other Morgans, and 
this time there seemed even more. The days programme followed Saturdays, but with much 
sunnier and better weather, leading to many photos of our cars being taken by interested members 
of the public, some of whom showed an in-depth knowledge and interest in Morgans, more than 
one said they were seriously looking at buying one and, not a single mention of ‘the phantom 
wooden chassis’! 

 

 



After another good day of being part of everything that was going on, we chose to leave almost in 
convoy, back to the hotel where it was time again for ‘Hoods up’ as heavy rain was forecast 
overnight and the following morning, then the meal and social chat.  After breakfast on Monday 
morning, the cars were loaded up, and 17 of the group in 9 cars made the 8 mile journey to 
Pickersleigh Road, where we searched the Morgan shop for the ever elusive ‘bargain of the year’ 
followed by coffee and a bite to eat before finally each of the group said their farewells and made 
their own onward journeys. 

Another well planned and excellent event that looks like it will be repeated next year, by popular 
demand.  Many thanks to Mal & Gaynor for organising the event, to the owners and staff at The 
Talbot and other hotels and to the Midland Automobile Club for their hard work and putting on 
another successful special event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Rob Walker’s Mog Memoire Part 1  

From Dianne Walker 

 

During the course of my 50 years on planet earth, I have had many dreams. Some of these 
dreams have been achieved, and some remain on my "bucket list". 

The first Morgan dream hit me in the late 1970s, when I spotted a black and white photo of 
a Plus 8 in the Daily Express Motor Show guide. Perhaps it was the lines, perhaps it was 
the spirit of the car, perhaps it was the fact that all the other photos were in colour - I'll never 
know what ultimately inspired me to aim for Morgan Ownership, but the dye was cast at the 
tender age of 15.   

I also had a fondness for reading the Guinness Book of Records - especially the motoring 
bits, and I remember reading of a biker who had ridden Land's End to John O'Groats in 
some very unhealthy time.... I think it was about 25 hours, but my memory isn't what it used 
to be!  Time marched on - as it does - but dreams never really die.  On 1st March 1995, 
armed with a fiancée who really understood me, I ordered our first Morgan, which arrived 6 
years 6 months 7 days and a change of dealership later. My Morgan journey had begun! 

In the following three (and a bit) years, that little 4/4 changed our lives more than we could 
possibly have imagined. We met a whole new group of friends, went to places and events 
we never imagined, and learned a lot about car electrics! I remember saying to myself that 
it would have to be one heck of a car to get me to part with our 4/4. 

We went to Mog 04 at Oswestry... and I test drove the all new Roadster, which was on Mike 
Duncan's stand. The 4/4's days were numbered, with immediate effect!  Placed the order 
for our Roadster in November 2004, and within a couple of days, got a call from the dealer: 
"There's a 'problem' with your order, Mr Walker. Could you take delivery of your new car 
quicker than quoted?" (Gulp) "What do you mean by a 'problem'?"  "They want to build your 
car straight away, but will offer an incentive if you can go for it." 

The deal was done... and in February 2005 we took delivery of our Roadster.  So eight 
years, one redundancy, 40,000 miles, and shed-loads of admiring comments later, I sat 
wondering how to mark my half-century. 

John O'Groats to Lands’ End in the Roadster! 

 



 



‘BEHIND THE WHEEL’ WITH JAMES GREEN AND SIMON ASHBY 

 

Why choose a Morgan? 

James: I’ve always had a keen interest in cars, particularly classic cars. I see Morgans as timeless 
and a particularly attractive shape – something to cherish and make journeys special. 

Simon: My first memory of Morgan cars was from a steamy window with my nose pressed to the 
glass peering into the showroom of Lifes Motors in Southport where I grew up. I hoped that one 
day I would sit behind the wheel and purr down Lord Street with the long bonnet stretching out 
ahead. 

You share a 4/4 – how did that come about and what are the arrangements? 

James: I’d stated thinking more seriously about getting a “cheap” Morgan and in August 2006 
visited the dealer in Bedale. Simon lives not far from there and I invited him along. I realized there 
was no such thing as a “cheap” Morgan and my budget would be stretched if I was to buy one at all. 
A black 70th anniversary 4/4 took my fancy and I could afford about half of it.  

We use the car individually and together which works fine. 

Simon: I noticed that Gill’s garage in Bedale had become an Agent for Morgan and in 2006 
managed to get my old university pal James Green to take a look. I knew he loved anything 
mechanical being an Engineer and that he might have a bit of money to spend. I knew he loved the 
old Alvis cars and hoped I could swing his enthusiasm once behind the wheel of a Morgan. 



How do you decide where and when to go anywhere? 

James: We usually plan an annual excursion together and have toured the Antrim coast, the 
Scottish Highlands and Norfolk and Suffolk, for example. Other trips frequently involve the Lake 
District either for the day or a week. 

Simon: The decisions of where to go are easy. Never out after the road salting season, holidays 
down the most tortuous and quiet routes, pubs along the way and great hotels where dinner can 
be enjoyed and the car admired from the bar. 

Have you previously had any other sports cars and if so, how did they compare? 

James: I currently own a Mazda MX5 RF which is a very accomplished sports car with excellent 
handling a free revving engine. The Morgan, however, remains in a class of its own, even though it 
shares being light and having rear wheel drive, mainly due to the feeling that it is hand-built and 
perhaps, feels even more engaging to drive. 

Simon: My favorite car was a Golf GTi in the 1980’s. The smoothest a Datsun 120y as a student. A 
short fling a few years ago was with a ridiculously powered Jaguar XKR with 510bhp, but none were 
as elegant or as English as the Morgan. 

What have been your most memorable experiences in your Morgan? 

James: Travelling through Scotland, taking the ferry and touring the Antrim coast. The MouseMOG 
gymkhanas are up there too! 

Simon: Beating James last year at the Gymkhana at the Wonderful MouseMOG (obviously I don’t 
mention this very often} 

What 3 words sum up your Morgan experience? 

James: Makes journeys fun 

Simon: Blue sky thinking 

 



POLO PICNIC 

 

5 Morgans and 11 members joined the Polo Picnic event and enjoyed a lovely day out. The 
youngsters of the Polo Club were asked to choose their favourite Morgan and chose the red +4 

belonging to Chris Saxby and he was presented with a winning rosette. 

 

 



Bull Run to Sewerby Hall and Gardens 

6th August, 2023 

 

After a rather wet July the prospects for a dry sunny August for the annual Bull Run, which this year 
returned to Sewerby Hall and Gardens near Bridlington, did not look good. However, after much 
praying to the weather gods Sunday the 6th August was blessed with sunshine, with the slight 
exception of 10 minutes of rain whilst the cars congregated in Cottingham Green, the starting point. 

 



After tea, coffee and bacon sandwiches at the Duke of Cumberland Public House and signing on all 
was in place to commence the scenic run with the Morgans bathed in sunshine for a change. The 
route passed through Beverley causing much admiration from the tourists and inhabitants of this 
historic market town. The route took to the A road up to Hutton Cranswick and then jumped on to 
my familiar cycling route through Wansford and Nafferton. Back tracking to Driffield before turning 
to Langtoft and then following a delightful route via Rudston to Bridlington. Some 42 miles in total 
before entering the grounds of Sewerby Hall and Gardens. 

 

With a reduced number of entrants this year, being 16 Morgans in total, we were invited to arrange 
our cars on the apron in front of Sewerby Hall. It certainly made a spectacular sight causing much 
interest from the visitors who throughout the day took photographs and asked the now usual 
questions. With picnics arranged on the front lawn overlooking the cricket ground, with Bridlington 
Bay as a back drop it was a most relaxing day. The sea was even blue and not the usual dull brown 
colour when the clouds come in. 

It was a day clearly enjoyed by all who attended with many taking advantage of the onsite café for a 
cup of tea/coffee or a stroll around the museum followed by an ice cream. It somehow reminded me 
of holidays of yester year.  So, thank you to all who took part, not least Annette my other half for, 
dare I say it, undertaking the necessary admin. duties and John Forrest and Rob Bentley for on-site 
marshalling. A big thank you to the weather for being so Morgan friendly and bathing us in sunshine. 
All I have to do now is think of another venue for next year, so I will be back on my bike to find some 
new lanes and places of interest to incorporate into the Bull Run. 



The Morgan Yorkshire Centre visit to National Coal Mining Museum. 

Sat 4th November 2023        Words by Keith Jackson 

 

The National Coal Mining Museum, which is a large and distinctive working national museum to 
mining, is near to Wakefield in Yorkshire  

The day started with a presentation by Peter Wordsworth, Deputy Manager at the Caphouse 
Colliery, prior to that he was Deputy Manager at Kellingley pit near Selby the UK's last deep mine - 
closed in December 2015 and is now no more.   

 

Happy members at Fire Safety check 

(outside in the rain) 

He knew his stuff. Without notes he spoke with passion and entertained all 24 of our group. He was 
expected to speak for 45 minutes but a certain Lancashire gentleman (he knows who I mean) 
constantly interrupted for a translation from the South Yorkshire dialect into a Lancashire version of 
English.  No wonder that the war of the roses lasted so long.  

The coal industry has been responsible for all sorts of everyday phrases: Done and dusted 
(sprinkling crushed limestone to help prevent the expansion of an explosion), shut your ‘gob’ or 
‘trap’(which refers to closing off an area to help with ventilation), at the coal face (right where the 
real action is done), not worth a candle (when in Victorian days a family of miners did not produce 
enough coal to cover the cost of the candle to light their work, light at the end of the tunnel (to give 
guidance for miners when trying to make a safe exit).  For years I had thought that ‘I can see light at 
the end of the tunnel’ referred to the railway system – to which the comedic response is ‘Yes, it is 
another train coming from the other direction’. 



The collection of pictures from underground, which Peter used in his slide show, did not deter 12 of 
the 24 who had assembled. However, it is likely that someone had second thoughts, because, just 
as they were about to descend into the bowels of the earth, the fire alarm started and we all stood 
in the rain whilst museum staff followed the safety procedures.  

 

Members waiting to go underground 

 

Mike Green and Susan had booked ahead for a gear box exchange. The wrong part had been 
delivered and, sadly, it did not fit and he went home in his standard 4/4 (see picture). 

 

Oversized gear box for 4/4 causes disappointment for Mike Green 

The visit was most interesting and the static displays provided lots of fascinating information about 
the history of the British coal industry.  A good time was had by all and thanks must be extended to 
John Forrest and Mal who had made the impeccable arrangements. 

 



THANK YOU FROM THE YORKSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE 

 

Nice one Ken 

 



CAPTION COMPETITION: 

Greek Police Car from Paul Pickburn 

 

Starter for 10 – “He says he wants to swap it for an Elgin marble, Sarge” 

More answers to; rscmillview@aol.com 

 

Rob Walker’s Mog Memoire Part 2 

From Dianne Walker 

MOGLESSNESS 

 

Grab a chair, and a glass of your favourite tipple, and I'll tell you a story that has been 38 
years in the making. 

1978: 

As a schoolboy, I was obsessed with cars and so the biannual Motor Show was a REAL 
event for me. Browsing through the Daily Express Motor Show guide, one car stood out. 

mailto:rscmillview@aol.com


The reason it stood out was that it was almost the ONLY photo that was in Black and White. 
The car was, of course, a Morgan. A Plus 8, if I remember rightly. Something about this car 
said "Got to get one - one day". Being too young to drive, the idea went firmly onto the back 
burner. 

1995: 

After many years, our situation was such that we could, to my delight, put our name down 
for a Morgan. We were quoted a delivery time of "12+ years", but I had taken my first REAL 
step towards achieving my dream from almost 17 years earlier. 

2000: 

On New Year's Eve, I got a call from the Morgan dealer to tell me that my car would be one 
of the ones to be delivered in 2001. Can't remember the quoted delivery date, but I 
remember asking for a six month pause (as I had omitted to save the full amount!) and so 
delivery was set for August / September of 2001. Make no mistake - this was the proverbial 
"it"! 

2001: 

Once our car went into "build", a few days off were booked, and plans for Factory Visits 
were made. I clearly remember watching a chassis being moved from first to second shops 
and saying to a friend, who had joined me on the trip, "I wonder whose car that is...?". On 
checking the build ticket, it was, of course, MINE.   

A couple more trips were made to monitor progress. What other car company would you be 
able to do this at? Not many, I'll bet! 

The day of delivery (8th September, 2001) was a real strange day. It started with a trip to 
take my parents to the airport, and, on the way back home, we called in to collect our 
Morgan. 

The drive home was very, very odd. I was in my dream car.... I had waited 23 years to drive 
this car. It was mine.... Mine.... MINE! 

 

2001-2004: 

OMG (as they say) - the learning curve on Morgans is VERY steep. Joining the club was a 
very wise move. Loads of experience to draw on, all of it offered freely and, invariably, with 
a knowing smile. My love affair with the car deepened with every one of the 18,000 miles 
we put on her. "It would take something VERY special to get me to part from this car" as I 
said at the time. 

2004: 

NO! The Plus 8 reaches the end of the road.....I can never have a brand-new Indigo Blue 
one. That dream from 1978 has just died. 



MOG at Oswestry soon put another plan in place! I drove the V6 and re-arranged my 
dreams accordingly. I even sent my wife out to take a test drive to see what she thought! 

Before the end of the year, an order was placed for a Roadster. That "something VERY 
special" had been identified! The order was placed in November 2004. 

2005: 

After lots of chopping, changing, speeding up of delivery and all the fun of the fair, we took 
delivery of our Roadster in early February. She was Honda Vivid Blue, with Oxford Blue 
leather and a carbon fibre dashboard. Where out 4/4 had been a first "toe in the water", this 
was a real statement. She turned heads - everywhere! She was gorgeous and she was 
MINE! 

I don't know what that young lad in 1978 would have made of her, but I think he would have 
been impressed.... But I suppose, to be honest, he had actually designed her! 

2005-2013: 

Owning a Morgan is not like owning any other car. We all know that! We, the Roadster and 
I, settled down in a happy and mutually beneficial relationship. We annoyed each other, set 
each other little challenges, fed off each other but, in essence, we got on like a house on 
fire. 

We spent a lot of time together in the lead-up to Mog 007, where we entered the Concours 
Competition. To be fair though, the input for this was a little one-sided. The Roadster just 
sat there for over a hundred hours, while I ran myself into a pool of perspiration with 
polishes and cloths! 

2013: 

This was a tricky year for me. I hit the big 5-0! I had a real problem. How did I want to mark 
this amazing feat of survival? Brian cells were strained, really strained, and I decided to do 
the End-To-End trip - John O'Groats to Land's End in the Morgan! 

Self-indulgent? Yes! 

Do you get a second 50th birthday? No! 

Would this turn out to be the highlight of my Morganeering? You bet! 

2013-2016: 

We did drift apart a little, from time to time. Most relationships go through that sort of thing, 
but we stuck at it. Some things are worth the effort! 

 

 



10th August, 2016: 

Being in the MSCC brings many opportunities to "flaunt it", and, let's be honest, you are 
almost obliged to show folks that you've "got it". One such day was a club trip to RAF 
Scampton, near Lincoln. 

The results from this day are now quite well-documented: suffice it to say that, as days out 
go, this wasn't a particularly good one. I learned three things that I will never forget. They 
are: 

- Morgans are stronger than they look. 

- fellow Morgan owners are priceless, when it really counts! 

- the location of my spleen! 

8th September, 2016: 

After much debate, it has been agreed that Jamilla (the name given to our Roadster by the 
ladies in the MMC trim shop back in 2005) is to be written off. 

This is a real "mixed emotions" event. 

- we both walked away (relatively) unscathed. 

- my dream car is lost. 

Of course, we (the occupants) are eminently more important than the car, but (and it is a 
big BUT) the Morgan dream is, for the time being, at an end... or should that be "on-hold"? 

So, dear reader (assuming you're still awake!), at the end of the day, on one level a Morgan 
is just a car - wood, metal, rubber and lots of other bits and pieces assembled to produce a 
means of transport, but in reality, it is a world in its own right. 

Accidents aside, if anyone tells a new or prospective Morgan owner what the car can do for 
them, they wouldn't believe it. So, I will sign off with the single word that sums up what we 
all know owning a Morgan is truly like: 

UNBELIEVABLE 

Rob passed away back in March.  Thanks for sharing his memoires, Dianne 



 



FOR SALE 

Ladies 'Bygone Era' Flying Jacket Size 10 - little used 
 

£130.00 (offers) 
 

jeremywilson957@gmail.com 
 

 

 

mailto:jeremywilson957@gmail.com


CENTRE CONTACTS 
 

Centre Secretary    Jeremy Wilson 
                                                                    msccyorkshire@gmail.com 
 
Past Secretary                                          John Forrest 
                                                                    Forrest24@forrest24.karoo.co.uk 
 

Vice Secretary                                          Vacant 
 
Treasurer & Regalia                                Jan Lawson 
                                                                    Jan.lawson@janmail.co.uk 
 
East Yorkshire                                          Rod Bentley      

Rod.bentley@gmail.com 
 

West Yorkshire                                        Andrew Baldwin 
andrewbaldwin884@gmail.com 

 Chris Murgatroyd  

halifaxboilerdoctor@sky.com 

South Yorkshire        Vacant                                    

York/Central                                             John Clayton   
byeck.again@gmail.com 

 

North Yorkshire                                        Paul Pickburn  
pjpickburn@hotmail.com 

 

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR ARTICLES AND REPORTS ETC TO 

RICHARD COLE 

rscmillview@aol.com 

Word documents preferred please 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

PRELIMINARY EVENTS PROGRAMME 2024 

      

Dates and details to follow    

      

JANUARY      

      

14th Nuts of Run    

 AGM at Manor Golf Club, Drighlington  

      

FEBRUARY     

      

 YUMMS     

      

MARCH      

      

 YUMMS     

      

APRIL      

      

7th Spring Gambol    

      

MAY      

      

 YUMMS     

 Sound and Leisure visit   

 Scenic Run - South Yorkshire   

 Wassand Car Show   

      

JUNE      

      

2nd Great Ouseburn Festival   

16-18th Llangollen break    

28-30th 20th Mouse MOG    

      

JULY      

      

 YUMMS     

13th Burnby Hall Gardens   

16th-18th Elegance Classic Cars   

20-21st Masham Steam Fair   

20-21st Shelsey Walsh    

26-28th MOGfest - Weston Park   



28th Ripon Car Gathering   

      

AUGUST      

      

4th Bull Run     

      

18th Elvington Car Show   

24th G-George Day Breighton   

      

SEPTEMBER     

      

 YUMMS     

21-29th Yorkshire Centre trip to Poland  

      

OCTOBER      

      

 YUMMS     

      

NOVEMBER     

      

      

      

DECEMBER     

      

 Ravenhall Weekend   

      

 


